
 

 
 

General Data Use Policy 

Data Use Policy 

 

NAIS would like to remind you that Data and Analysis for School Leadership (DASL) is 

available for authorized users to view survey data through its versatile "Benchmarking" features. 

As you know, this tool can be very useful to both schools and associations. However, there are 

basic considerations for using this powerful product. 

 

 

DASL allows authorized users to view historical statistics from schools that have completed the 

annual NAIS surveys. The program is designed to provide authorized users with reliable 

information for their individual educational benchmarking needs. The program allows for the 

creation of a variety of tables and graphs using data collected through the NAIS surveys. In 

addition, within certain limitations discussed below, authorized users can compare their own data 

with data from other participating schools or from groups of schools designed and saved on the 

system. Benchmarking is a powerful tool for authorized users to use in creating reports for the 

school's educational benchmarking needs. The DASL program is provided only for the proper 

internal use of authorized users, and should not be used for any other purpose. 

 

 

To protect the confidentiality of certain data (administrator salaries and related variables), users 

have been assigned access privileges according to their roles within the school. For the surveys, 

authorized users have access only to surveys directly related to his/her role. For benchmarking, 

authorized users have access to all data, except for the administrator salaries and related 

variables, unless he/she is the head of school or business manager. Individual school names will 

not be identified with the administrator salary information. Because each password has different 

privileges, the use of these passwords should be limited to the assigned user. 

 

 

With DASL, participating schools are authorized to view the historical data from their own 

submitted surveys from as far back as the 1980-81 academic year. In addition, within certain 

limitations discussed below, authorized users can compare their own data with data from other 

participating schools or from groups of schools designed and saved on the system. 

Benchmarking is a powerful tool for authorized users to use in creating reports for their 

individual informational needs. The DASL program is provided only for the proper internal use 

of authorized users, and should not be used for any other purpose. 

 



 

 
 

 

DASL Rules, Restrictions, and Policies  

 

School users shall follow all of the rules, restrictions, guidelines, and policies provided in the 

DASL materials as may be modified from time to time by NAIS. The School expressly agrees to 

all of the terms provided in the DASL materials, including those relating to copyright and 

intellectual property. By checking the agree checkbox, the head of school or business manager 

warrants that s/he has read these rules, restrictions, policies, and other information available in 

the DASL section on the NAIS website at 

http://www.nais.org/resources/index.cfm?ItemNumber=147133 and agrees to all of the terms and 

conditions on behalf of the school and its users.  

 

 

Intellectual Property 

 

In completing and submitting online statistical surveys to NAIS, authorized users agree that the 

information becomes the property of NAIS and may be used by NAIS and NAIS-authorized 

users of the DASL system to develop and /or publish statistical and other reports on this 

information. Statistical reports will be available as national, regional, local, or customized 

aggregations of data for comparative groups of schools. The School acknowledges that DASL, 

its program, surveys, system, and resultant data in whatever form are the intellectual property of 

NAIS. Schools and others participating in DASL are granted a limited license to use this data 

appropriately for school needs.  

 

 

Benchmarking and Other Data Use 

 

Within certain limitations discussed below, authorized users can compare their own data with 

data from other participating schools or from groups of schools designed and saved on the 

system. Benchmarking is a powerful tool for authorized users to use in creating reports for the 

school's informational needs. The DASL program is provided only for the proper internal use of 

authorized users, and should not be used for any other purpose. The data are not intended to be 

available for personal use or as part of any effort to rank schools, to market schools, or cause 

deliberate harm to individual schools, the NAIS membership, or independent education.  

 

 

Confidentiality 

 

To protect the confidentiality of certain data (administrator salaries and related variables) users 

have been assigned access privileges according to their roles within the school. Because each 

http://www.nais.org/resources/index.cfm?ItemNumber=147133


 

 
 

password has different privileges, the use of these passwords should be limited to the assigned 

user. For the surveys, authorized users have access only to surveys directly related to his/her role. 

For benchmarking, authorized users have access to all data, except for the administrator salaries 

and related variables, unless he/she is the head of school or business manager. Individual school 

names will not be identified with the administrator salary information. School passwords shall 

only be used by school administrators and shall not be distributed to others without permission 

from NAIS. 

 

 

Although NAIS has taken steps to protect the confidentiality of the salary and related benefits 

information submitted by schools participating in the program, NAIS does not guarantee the 

confidentiality of this information. It is possible for users to purposefully manipulate data and 

breach that confidentiality. Through these terms and conditions, schools agree that they 

understand this potential risk to the data and, further, shall not take steps alone or in concert with 

other schools to breach the confidentiality of the data. 

 

 

Schools should be aware that much of the data submitted to DASL is not considered confidential 

and is not presented in the aggregate. Some examples of such nonconfidential data include that 

found in the tuition, teacher salaries (which are submitted in the aggregate or with anonymity), 

enrollment, admission, financial aid, staff information, giving, financial operations, and 

endowment surveys. Where salaries and other compensation are requested for specific roles, that 

information is presented in the aggregate with information from other schools.  

 

 

Executive Compensation Survey and Confidentiality 

 

The resultant data to the Executive Compensation Survey reports differently than the other 

sections of the DASL data. In order for the data to remain useful to schools, columns of the 

variables shall be presented without school names attributed to the compensation packages. This 

approach ensures that the school running the report understands how the compensation packages 

of other schools are designated among the different benefits. By accepting these terms and 

conditions, schools that participate in this section of the survey explicitly understand that this 

type of reporting shall be used and that the confidentiality of the data may be more easily 

breached by other users. Schools using this tool shall be bound by the same obligation not to use 

the reporting tool to breach the anonymity of the individual schools' data.  

 

 

Indemnification 

 



 

 
 

The School agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold NAIS harmless from and against any and all 

claims, demands, or causes of action of third parties and liabilities, judgments, penalties, losses, 

costs, damages, and expenses resulting directly there from, including reasonable attorneys' fees, 

arising by reason of or in connection with any act or omission pursuant to or in breach of this 

Agreement by the School, its agents, employees, board of directors, or others reasonably 

associated with the school.  

 

 

Warranty or Guarantee 

 

NAIS does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy of any of the information found in DASL, nor 

does it warrant or guarantee that the resultant information or reports created by the schools is 

appropriate for any particular purpose, including building a rebuttable presumption to the 

Internal Revenue Service's intermediate sanctions regulations. Further, NAIS does not warrant or 

guarantee the appropriateness of the use of this site by other independent school and other users. 

NAIS is NOT responsible for any consequences or damages resulting from errors or inaccuracies 

in the data or the use or operation of this site by the school or others.  

 

 

Acknowledgement, Acceptance, and Release of Liability 

 

By accepting these terms and conditions the school hereby releases NAIS of any liability 

resulting from improper or proper use of this information by the school, its agents, or any other 

individual or entity. NAIS does not guarantee or warrant in any way the accuracy of the 

information provided through this service.  

 

 

Breach of these Terms and Conditions 

 

Any actions taken through benchmarking or other use of DASL that result in a breach of 

confidentiality, a potential violation of antitrust laws, or a breach of the principles found in these 

terms and conditions as may be modified from time to time will require immediate revocation of 

the entire school's access to DASL. Schools that become aware of such inappropriate use or 

results shall contact NAIS.  

 

 

Other Terms and Conditions Governing this Agreement 

 

The School shall also be governed by any other rules, regulations, guidelines, instructions or 

policies provided through the DASL program. NAIS reserves the right to update these materials 



 

 
 

from time to time. To the extent that these terms and conditions conflict with any other rules, 

regulations, guidelines, or policies provided through the NAIS website, the terms and conditions 

herein shall control with respect to DASL, its uses, and data. 

 

 

Thank you for support of the DASL project. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions or 

comments at DASLHelp@nais.org. 
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